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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to communications filed August 21 , 2007. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statements (IDS) submitted on March 29, 2007 
and May 8, 2007 were filed after the mailing date of the non-final office action on 
February 23, 2007. The submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 
CFR 1 .97, Accordingly, the examiner is considering the information disclosure 
statement. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 28-77 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention Is not Identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 28-68, 73-77, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lawlor et al. (hereinafter Lawlor), U.S. Patent 5,870,724 in view of 
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Chelliah et al. (hereinafter Chelliah), U.S. 
June 6, 2006). 



Pages 

Patent 5,710,887 (see applicants IDS filed 



6. In considering claim 28, Lawlor discloses a method for performing network- 
based transactions comprising: receiving a transaction request for a transactional 
service selected from a plurality of transactional services managed by at least one web 
merchant (i.e. "online payees", see Fig. 1), wherein the transaction request is 
transmitted over a managed connection (col. 31, line 60-col. 32, line 15, col. 33, lines 
36-58, col. 34, lines 4-13); accessing an object (i.e. menu item) associated with the 
transactional service, (col. 31, lines 60-63); initiating at least one transactional 
application (i.e. "bill paying application", "account transfer application" etc.) 
corresponding to the transactional service, (col. 31, line 60-col. 32, line 15, col. 33, lines 
36-58, col. 34, lines 4-13); and executing the at least one transactional application, 
including utilizing the object, (col. 31, line 60-col. 32, line 15, col. 33, lines 36-58, col. 
34, lines 4-13). 

Although the teachings of Lawlor disclose substantial features of the claimed 
invention, they fail to expressly disclose: the object includes an interface that exposes a 
same set of business functionalities and acceptable parameters to multiple services. 

Nevertheless, Lawlor does teach a central computer (52) with software modules 
that allow for multiple transactional services to be performed on multiple remote 
systems, (col. 18, line 35-col. 19, line 22). Also, objects including interfaces that 
exposed business functionalities and acceptable parameters to services were well 



Application/Control Number: 09/863,704 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2151 

known in the art at the time of the present invention. This is exemplified in analogous 
teachings were Chelliah discloses objects (i.e. 112, 114, 118) including interfaces that 
expose business functionalities and acceptable parameters to a service, (col. 9, lines 
27-38, also see Fig. 2). 

Thus, if not implicit in the teachings of Lawlor, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify the teachings of Lawlor with those of Chelliah to 
disclose an object, in the central computer for example, that includes an interface that 
exposes a same set of business functionalities and acceptable parameters to multiple 
services. This would have advantageously provided a mechanism, in the central 
computer for example, to transparently make requests and receive responses from the 
multiple services. This also would have advantageously provided interoperability 
between applications on different systems (i.e. the systems utilized by the online 
payees) in heterogeneous distributed environments, (Chelliah, col. 9, lines 39-48). 
Matthews, col. 7, lines 36-56). 

7. In considering claim 29, Lawlor discloses executing the transaction request 
interactively, (col. 7, line 60-col. 8, line 5). 

8. In considering claims 30, 43, 61 , and 74, Lawlor discloses the at least one 
web merchant provides services selected from a group consisting of: multi-media 
messaging, archival management, retrieval management, directory services, data 
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staging, conferencing, financial services, home banking, risk management, payroll 
services, and human resources services, (col. 1, lines 13-22). 

9. In considering claims 31 , 46, 62, and 75, Lawlor discloses the transaction 
request is at least one of a group consisting of: a deposit into a bank account, a request 
for a loan from a bank, a purchase of a car from a car dealership, and a purchase of a 
car with financing from a bank, (col. 18, lines 59-63, coL 31, lines 60-63, col. 34, lines 
14-37, col. 39, lines 28-44). 

10. In considering claims 32, 52, and 76, Lawlor discloses the transactional 
service is provided using a service network over an IP-based facilities network, (col. 12, 
lines 9, 10, and col. 13, lines 42-45, col. 20, lines 45-55). 

1 1 . In considering claims 33, 53, and 77, it is inherent in the teachings of Lawlor 
that the transactional service is implemented to function as a routing switch within an 
application layer of an OSI model, (coL 1 2, lines 9, 1 0, col. 1 3, lines 42-45, and col. 31 , 
line 60-col. 32, line 15, col. 33, lines 36-58, col. 34, lines 4-13). 

12. In considering claim 34, Lawlor discloses the transactional request is 
processed by more than one Web merchant, (col. 6, line 62-col. 7, line 13). 
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13. In considering claim 35, Lawlor discloses receiving non-end user input to 
select the transaction request, (col. 6, line 62-col. 7, line 13). 

14. In considering claim 36, it is inherent in the teachings of Lawlor that a plurality 
of additional transaction requests while processing the transaction request are 
prioritized, (col. 6, line 62-col. 7, line 13). 

15. In considering claim 37, Lawlor discloses performing at least one selected 
from a group consisting of: applying security management to the managed connection, 
applying fault management to the managed connection, applying configuration 
management to the managed connection, applying performance management to the 
managed connection, and applying billing management to the managed connection, 
(col. 18, line 59-col. 19, line 22). 

16. In considering claims 38 and 55, Lawlor discloses a method for providing a 
user (54) with a service over a network, the method comprising: allowing the user to 
connect to a networked server (52) and request the service, (col. 6, line 62-col. 7, line 
13, Fig. 1); in response to the user's request for the service, presenting the user with a 
list of Point of Service (POSvc) applications, (col. 31, lines 60-63); allowing the user to 
select at least one of the presented POSvc applications, (col. 31, lines 60-63); in 
response to the user's selection, performing application layer switching to the selected 
POSvc application, (i.e. "bill paying application", "account transfer application", etc.), 
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(col. 31, line 60-col. 32, line 15, col. 33, lines 36-58, col. 34, lines 4-13); accessing at 
least one networked object (i.e. data and routines for "bill paying application" and 
"account transfer application", etc.) for the requested service, by determining at least 
one network address of the networked object, the network address being based on an 
address of a node (i.e. destination bank) on the network at which the networked object 
resides, (col. 31, line 64-col. 32, line 41, col. 33, lines 36-58, col. 34, lines 4-13); and 
providing the service to the user by using the networked object, (col. 31, line 64-col. 32, 
line 41 , col. 33, lines 36-58, col. 34, lines 4-13). 

Although the teachings of Lawlor disclose substantial features of the claimed 
invention, they fail to expressly disclose: the object includes an interface that exposes a 
same set of business functionalities and acceptable parameters to multiple services. 

Nevertheless, Lawlor does teach a central computer (52) with software modules 
that allow for multiple transactional services to be performed on multiple remote 
systems, (col. 18, line 35-col. 19, line 22). Also, objects including interfaces that 
exposed business functionalities and acceptable parameters to services were well 
known in the art at the time of the present invention. This is exemplified in analogous 
teachings were Chelliah discloses objects (i.e. 1 12, 1 14, 1 18) including interfaces that 
expose business functionalities and acceptable parameters to a service, (col. 9, lines 
27-38, also see Fig. 2). 

Thus, if not implicit in the teachings of Lawlor, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify the teachings of Lawlor with those of Chelliah to 
disclose an object, in the central computer for example, that includes an interface that 
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exposes a same set of business functionalities and acceptable parameters to multiple 
services. This would have advantageously provided a mechanism, in the central 
computer for example, to transparently make requests and receive responses from the 
multiple services. This also would have advantageously provided interoperability 
between applications on different systems (i.e. the systems utilized by the online 
payees) in heterogeneous distributed environments, (Chelliah, col. 9, lines 39-48). 
Matthews, col. 7, lines 36-56). 

17. In considering claim 39, Lawlor discloses the user is presented with the list of 
POSvc applications by an exchange (52), (col. 17, line 61 -col. 18, line 23, col. 31, lines 
60-63, Fig. 1). 

18. In considering claim 40, Lawlor discloses using a graphical user interface to 
present the list of POSvc applications, (col. 6. lines 62-64, col. 31 , lines 60-63, Fig. 1). 

1 9. In considering claim 41 , Lawlor discloses the exchange is associated with the 
networked server, (col'. 17, line 61 -col. 18, line 23, Fig. 1). 

20. In considering claim 42, Lawlor discloses the service includes vertical 
services, (col. 1, lines 13-22). 
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21. In considering claim 44, it is inlierent in the teachings of Lawlor that the 
request for the service is a request for a transaction using a transactional application, 
(col. 31, line 60-col. 32, line 15, col. 33, lines 36-58, col. 34, lines 4-13). 

22. In considering claim 45, Lawlor discloses the transaction is a commercial 
interaction that the user desires to perform, (col. 34, lines 14-27). 

23. In considering claim 47, activating a Bank POSvc application, (col. 31, line 
60-col. 32, line 15, col. 33, lines 36-58, col. 34, lines 4-1 3); connecting to at least one 
service provided by the Bank, (col. 31, line 60-col. 32, line 15, col. 33, lines 36-58, col. 
34, lines 4-13); and performing banking transactions by: accessing at least one 
networked object associated with the banking transactions, (col. 31, line 64-col. 32, line 
41, col. 33, lines 36-58, col. 34, lines 4-13); and accessing data from at least one 
database of the Bank, (col. 31, line 64-col. 32, line 41, col. 33, lines 36-58, col. 34; lines 
4-13), are inherent in the teachings of Lawlor. 

24. In considering claim 48, Lawlor discloses the connection between the user 
and the Bank is managed by the exchange, (col. 17, line 61 -col. 18, line 23, col. 34, 
lines 14-27). 

25. In considering claim 49, Lawlor discloses the exchange is on a distributed 
network, (col. 17, line 61-col. 18, line 23, Fig. 1). 
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26. In considering claim 50, Lawlor discloses the request for the service is a 
request for a plurality of transactions performed by separate transaction providers, (col. 
6, line 62-col. 7, line 13). 

27. In considering claim 51 , Lawlor discloses the exchange manages the 
transaction data flow, (coL 17, line 61-coL 18, line 23, col. 34, lines 14-27). 

28. In considering claims 54 and 64, Lawlor discloses the network is selected 
from a group consisting of: Internet, cellular network, web network, e-mail network, and 
television network, (col. 10, lines 25-28, col. 12, lines 9, 10, and col. 13, lines 42-45, 
also see col. 20, lines 45-55). 

29. In considering claims 56 and 65, it is inherent in the teachings of Lawlor that 
the network object includes a name, syntax and encoding, (col. 31, line 64-col. 32, line 
41, col. 33, lines 36-58, col. 34, lines 4-13). 

30. In considering claims 57 and 66, it is inherent in the teachings of Lawlor that 
the networked object's name is an administratively assigned object identification 
specifying an object type, which together with an instance of the networked object 
identifies a specific instantiation of the networked object, (col. 31, line 64-coL 32, line 
41, col. 33, lines 36-58, col. 34, lines 4-13). 



Application/Control Number: 09/863,704 
Art Unit: 2151 



Page 1 1 



31 . In considering claims 58 and 67, it is inherent in the teachings of Lawlor that 
the syntax of an object type defines a data structure corresponding to the object type, 
(col. 31 , line 64-col. 32, line 41 , col. 33, lines 36-58, col. 34, lines 4-1 3). 

32. In considering claims 59 and 68, it is inherent in the teachings of Lawlor that 
the encoding defines how information associated with the networked object is 
represented for transmission over the network, line 41, col. 33, lines 36-58, col. 34, lines 
4-13). 

33. In considering claim 60, Lawlor discloses a method for providing services 
over a network, the method comprising: using an IP-based service network over a 
facilities network, (col. 12, lines 9, 10, and col. 13, lines 42-45, also see col. 20, lines 
45-55); presenting a plurality of web services associated with the service network to a 
user (54), (col. 31, lines 60-63, Fig. 1); receiving a user selection of a respective web 
service, (col. 31, lines 60-63); in response to the user selection: performing application 
layer routing by identifying one or more objects (i.e. data and routines for "bill paying 
application" and "account transfer application", etc.) for allowing the user to make at 
least one transaction associated with the web service, (col. 31, line 60-coL 32, line 15, 
col. 33, lines 36-58, col. 34, lines 4-13); and using the identified objects to enable the 
user to perform the at least one transaction, (col. 31, line 60-col. 32, line 15, col. 33, 
lines 36-58, col. 34, lines 4-13), 
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Although the teachings of Lawlor disclose substantial features of the claimed 
invention, they fail to expressly disclose: the object includes an interface that exposes a 
same set of business functionalities and acceptable parameters to multiple services. 

Nevertheless, Lawlor does teach a central computer (52) with software modules 
that allow for multiple transactional services to be performed on multiple remote 
systems, (col. 18, line 35-col. 19, line 22). Also, objects including interfaces that 
exposed business functionalities and acceptable parameters to services were well 
known in the art at the time of the present invention. This is exemplified in analogous 
teachings were Chelliah discloses objects (i.e. 112, 114, 118) including interfaces that 
expose business functionalities and acceptable parameters to a service, (col. 9, lines 
27-38. also see Fig. 2). 

Thus, if not implicit in the teachings of Lawlor, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify the teachings of Lawlor with those of Chelliah to 
disclose an object, in the central computer for example, that includes an interface that 
exposes a same set of business functionalities and acceptable parameters to multiple 
services. This would have advantageously provided a mechanism, in the central 
computer for example, to transparently make requests and receive responses from the 
multiple services. This also would have advantageously provided interoperability 
between applications on different systems (i.e. the systems utilized by the online 
payees) in heterogeneous distributed environments, (Chelliah, col. 9, lines 39-48). 
Matthews, col. 7, lines 36-56). 
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34. In considering clainn 63, Lawlor discloses managing transaction data flpw, 
(col. 17, line 61-col. 18, line 23, col. 34, lines 14-27). 

35. In considering claim 73, Lawlor discloses a method for providing a user (54) 
with a service over a network, the method comprising: receiving a transaction request 
for a transactional service, wherein the transactional service is an n-way interaction 
between the user and at least one Web merchant (i.e. "online payees", see Fig. 1), 
where n is an integer greater than one, (col. 6, line 62-col. 7, line 13); transmitting the 
transaction request over a managed connection, (col. 31, line 60-col. 32, line 15, col. 
33, lines 36-58, col. 34, lines 4-13); initiating a transactional application (i.e. "bill paying 
application", "account transfer application" etc.) associated with the transactional 
service, (col. 31, line 60-col. 32, line 15, col. 33, lines 36-58, col. 34, lines 4-13);. and 
executing the transactional application, (col. 31, line 60-col. 32, line 15, col. 33, lines 36- 
58, col. 34, lines 4-13). 

Although the teachings of Lawlor disclose substantial features of the claimed 
invention, they fail to expressly disclose: the object includes an interface that exposes a 
same set of business functionalities and acceptable parameters to multiple services. 

Nevertheless, Lawlor does teach a central computer (52) with software modules 
that allow for multiple transactional services to be performed on multiple remote 
systems, (col. 18, line 35-col. 19, line 22). Also, objects including interfaces that 
exposed business functionalities and acceptable parameters to services were well 
known in the art at the time of the present invention. This is exemplified in analogous 
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teachings were Chelliah discloses objects (i.e. 112, 114, 118) including interfaces that 
expose business functionalities and acceptable parameters to a service, (col. 9, lines 
27-38, also see Fig. 2). 

Thus, if not implicit in the teachings of Lawlor, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify the teachings of Lawlor with those of Chelliah to 
disclose an object, in the central computer for example, that includes an interface that 
exposes a same set of business functionalities and acceptable parameters to multiple 
services. This would have advantageously provided a mechanism, in the central 
computer for example, to transparently make requests and receive responses from the 
multiple services. This also would have advantageously provided interoperability 
between applications on different systems (i.e. the systems utilized by the online 
payees) in heterogeneous distributed environments, (Chelliah, col. 9, lines 39-48). 
Matthews, col. 7, lines 36-56). 

36. Claims 69-72, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lawlor in view of Chelliah, and further in view of Matthews, III et al. (hereinafter 
Matthews), U.S. Patent, 5,677,708. 

37. In considering claim 69, Lawlor discloses a method for providing services 
over a network, the method comprising: receiving a transaction request for a 
transactional service, wherein the transactional service is selected from a plurality of 
transactional services, and wherein the transaction request is transmitted over a 
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managed connection, (col. 31, line 60-col. 32, line 15, col. 33, lines 36-58, col. 34, lines 
4-13); initiating a transactional application (i.e. "bill paying application", "account transfer 
application" etc.) associated with the transactional service, (col. 31, line 60-col. 32, line 
15, col. 33, lines 36-58, col. 34, lines 4-13); and executing the transactional application, 
(col. 31, line 60-col. 32, line 15, col. 33, lines 36-58, col. 34, lines 4-1 3). 

Although the teachings of Lawlor disclose substantial features of the claimed 
invention, they fail to expressly disclose: the object includes an interface that exposes a 
same set of business functionalities and acceptable parameters to multiple services. 

Nevertheless, Lawlor does teach a central computer (52) with software modules 
that allow for multiple transactional services to be performed on multiple remote 
systems, (col. 18, line 35-col. 19, line 22). Also, objects including interfaces that 
exposed business functionalities and acceptable parameters to services were well 
known in the art at the time of the present invention. This is exemplified in analogous 
teachings were Chelliah discloses objects (i.e. 112, 114, 118) including interfaces that 
expose business functionalities and acceptable parameters to a service, (col. 9, lines 
27-38, also see Fig. 2). 

Thus, if not implicit in the teachings of Lawlor, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify the teachings of Lawlor with those of Chelliah to 
disclose an object, in the central computer for example, that includes an interface that 
exposes a same set of business functionalities and acceptable parameters to multiple 
services. This would have advantageously provided a mechanism, in the central 
computer for example, to transparently make requests and receive responses from the 
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multiple services. This also would have advantageously provided interoperability 
between applications on different systems (i.e. the systems utilized by the online 
payees) in heterogeneous distributed environments, (Chelliah, col. 9, lines 39-48). 
Matthews, col. 7, lines 36-56). 

Although the teachings of Lawlor disclose substantial features of the claimed 
invention, they further fail to expressly disclose: the transactional services provided by a 
cellular provider. 

Nevertheless, Lawlor does indicate services can be provided by other providers, 
(col. 1 , lines 1 3-22). Also, cellular providers were well known in the art at the time of the 
present invention. This is exemplified in analogous teachings were Matthews discloses 
services being provided by a plurality of providers including cellular providers, (col. 7, 
lines 36-56). 

Thus, if not implicit in the teachings of Lawlor, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify the teachings of Lawlor with Matthews to disclose 
the transactional services provided by a cellular provider. This would have 
advantageously extended the teachings of Lawlor to include well-known cellular devices 
and non-web switching sites, (Lawlor, col. 1, lines 13-22, Matthews, col. 7, lines 36-56). 

38. In considering claim 70, Lawlor discloses executing the transaction request 
interactively, (col. 7, line 60-col. 8, line 5). 
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39. In considering claim 71 , it is inherent in the teachings of Lawlor that a plurality 
of additional transaction, requests while processing the transaction request are 
prioritized, (col. 6, line 62-col. 7, line 13). 

40. In considering claim 72, Lawlor discloses performing at least one selected 
from a group consisting of: applying security management to the managed connection, 
applying fault management to the managed connection, applying configuration 
management to the managed connection, applying performance management to the 
managed connection, and applying billing management to the managed connection, 
(col. 18, line 59-col. 19, line 22). 

Conclusion 

41 .Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented 
in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

42. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Hassan Phillips whose telephone number is 571- 
272-3940. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (8am-5pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Follansbee can be reached on 571-272-3964. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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